Using the existing knowledge about the social and cultural characteristics of the Roma in 20 Serbia, acquired in a number of social and other related studies, as well as the data obtained 21 through the GIS methodology for determining the spatial distribution of Roma settlements 22 and activities of the Roma community within the Toplica District (one of the districts in 23 Serbia with a high percentage of Roma population) and their daily migrations which are 24 realized within a geographical space, the paper investigates the possibility to raise the level of 25 their economic activity and social integration, while simultaneously preserving natural 26 resources and improving environmental safety. This issue takes on additional meaning in a 27 situation where Serbia is simultaneously faced with the problem of raising standards in the 28 areas of environmental protection and social inclusion of the Roma ethnic community that 29 survives on the margins of society with all the characteristics of socially deprived groups. 30 Although the Republic of Serbia covers a relatively small area of 88804 km 2 , it has a large 44 number of Roma settlements. A field study 2 conducted in the first decade of the current 45 century "recorded that in Serbia there are 593 Roma settlements with more than 15 families, 46 with more than 100 Roma people" (Bašić, Jakšić, 2006: 37). The presence of the Roma 47 population is also significant in the territory of the Toplica District that has an area of 2231 48 km 2 . The Toplica District is located in the south-eastern part of Serbia, bordering with the 49 Raška, Nišava and Rasina Districts, and partly with Kosovo. The total population according to 50 the census of 2011 (Republic Statistical Office; X volume) amounted to 91,754 with an 51 average density of 41.1 per km 2 . The depression of Toplica is located between mountains 52 Jastrebac, on the north, and Pasjača, Vidojevica, Sokolovica and partly Radan on the south, 53 with an average height of 400 to 500 m (Maćejka & Tanasković, 2008: 23-9). The river after 54 which the district was named flows through the central part of the depression dividing it into 55 two parts (the Upper and Lower Toplica). The Toplica river, 130 km long, flows into the 56 South Morava and connects to the South Morava river basin. The Toplica District was settled 57 in antiquity. Some ethnic groups that inhabited this area were: the Avars, the Celts, the 58 Dardanelles, the Turks, the Slavs, while the Roma as a community are mentioned in Turkish 59 records from the fifteenth century. After the Battle of Kosovo in 1389, the Turks conquered 60 Toplica, so the ethnic structure was changed. The first written accounts of Roma settlements 61 were given by a Turkish travel chronicler (Evliya Çelebi) in the seventeenth century, although 62 it cannot be determined with certainty whether he separated the Roma population from the 63 Serbs. An Austro-Hungarian researcher, historian and a travel chronicler (Kanitz, 64 1868: 356-61) described the Roma population in the Toplica District living on the 65 outskirts of towns of Kuršumlija and Prokuplje, where it is mainly located today 66 (Kanitz,1868). According to the last census from 2011, the number of Roma people has 67
Identified determinants of the studied geographical territory (primarily pronounced forestation 355 and the return of forest resources to previous habitats) and the potential impact of population
